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898 Reviews of Books 

Staatsminister a. D. Eduard von Bomhard Staatsrat i.o.D. und 
Reichsrat der Krone Bayern: ein Lebens- und Charakterbild, ver- 
fasst nach den Tagebuchaufzeichnimgen Eduard von Bomhards. 
Von Ernst von Bomhard, Geheimer Justizrat in Strassburg, 
Elsass. (Munich and Berlin: R. Oldenbourg. 1913. Pp.222.) 

Aus den Tagen Bismarcks. Politische Essays von Otto Gildemeis- 
ter. [Herausgegeben von der Literarischen Gesellschaft des 
Kunstlervereins in Bremen, 2. vermehrte Auflage.] (Leipzig: 
Quelle und Meyer. 1913. Pp. viii, 314.) 

The history of the unification of Germany has thus far been written 
either from the Prussian point of view, or from the detached or hostile 
viewpoints of Germany's neighbors ; and the greater part of the auxiliary 
material that has been published in the form of correspondence, diaries, 
or memoirs has come from Prussian or foreign actors in the drama. 
Material is gradually accumulating, however, that will help the future 
historian to appreciate the feelings and the attitude of the Germans in 
the smaller states that were brought under Prussian hegemony. To 
this body of material belong in some degree the works under review: 
the biography of a Bavarian jurist who became minister of justice, and 
a collection of leading articles written by a Bremen journalist. 

Eduard von Bombard's seventeenth-century ancestors in the direct 
male line and his great-grandfather, Johann August (1687-1758), were 
professional musicians. The latter became 'cellist in the court orchestra 
at Ansbach; and in his diary he noted the fact that on July 22, 1730, 
after a concert, he was summoned to the room of the Prussian crown 
prince (afterwards Frederick the Great) "and had the honor of play- 
ing accompaniments on the violoncello to the Prince's flute, from 10 to 
12 at night" (p. 5). With other instruments, several of Johann 
August's great-great-grandsons, three of whom were officers in the 
Bavarian army, accompanied another Frederick, Prussian crown prince, 
140 years later in France; one of these was an artillerist. The gene- 
alogical chart at the back of the volume, from which these data are 
culled, shows that nearly all the numerous male descendants of the 
eighteenth-century court 'cellist have been or are Protestant clergy- 
men, teachers, judges, administrators, or army officers. 

Eduard von Bomhard (1809-1886), after completing his legal studies, 
entered the judicial branch of the Bavarian civil service, and from 
1836 to 1864 he was a law-officer of the crown, with occasional periods 
of service as judge. In 1863 he was elected a member of the House of 
Deputies, and in 1864 he was appointed minister of justice by the young 
King Louis II., of tragic memory. Von Bomhard's politics were mod- 
erately Liberal. In 1848 he had warmly welcomed the movement for 
German unity; but, like many other Liberals, he was out of sympathy 
with the radical tendencies which became dominant in the later stages 
of the Frankfort movement ; and, like all " Great-German " nationalists, 
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he was dissatisfied with the project of a narrower Germany under 
Prussian hegemony. During the Conservative reaction of 1849 and 
1850, however, he stood by his Liberal convictions; and, in his manful 
resistance to illegal arrests and to usurpation of power by the military, 
he risked his official position. In his short term of active political life 
as a member of the Bavarian cabinet came the crisis of 1866. In com- 
mon with his colleagues, he felt compelled to support the Austrian cause, 
although he had little hope that it would prevail. With the advent of the 
Hohenlohe Ministry and the establishment of closer relations with 
Prussia, his position as minister became untenable; but he had warm 
supporters among the unofficial advisers of the king, and he retained 
his office until May, 1867. He was then forced out by intrigues to 
which his son and biographer devotes considerable space. The royal 
appreciation of his services was shown by his advancement to a seat in 
the Upper House. Apart from his unfortunate and unfruitful political 
activity, Eduard von Bomhard lived a useful life. He did much to im- 
prove the administration of justice in Bavaria, and he contributed in no 
small degree to the development of a better system of legal procedure 
throughout Germany. 

Otto Gildemeister (1823-1902) was primarily a journalist. He was 
a member of the editorial staff of the Weserseitung from 1845 until his 
death. He was an author of repute — a translator of English and Italian 
poetry (Shakespeare, Byron, Dante, and Ariosto) and an essayist. He 
was also a prominent figure in the political life of Bremen; for thirty- 
three years he was a member of the Bremen senate, and for twenty-three 
years a representative of that city-state in the German Federal Council. 
The favorable reception of a collected volume of his essays suggested 
to his friends the publication of the present book, made up of selected 
editorials written between 1866 and 1898. They are good editorials; 
they show a facile pen and a wide knowledge of history, economics, and 
literature. They do not, however, constitute an important contribution 
to the history of the period. The value of the collection to the historical 
student is lessened by the fact that the periods in which the writer was 
in opposition to the prevailing currents in public life are passed over. 
Gildemeister, like the other North-German Liberals, came to the support 
of Bismarck's policies only when it became clear that this Junker was 
solving the problem of German unity. As a representative of a great 
commercial city, he was a free trader, and ceased to follow Bismarck 
when the latter adopted a protectionist policy. As a Liberal, he was 
discontented with the compromises which ended the conflict with the 
Roman Catholic hierarchy. We have, however, no editorials written 
during the Conflictseit, and we have few that were written during other 
periods of opposition. The second title of the volume, Political Essays, 
is legitimate. The main title gives a misleading impresson of the value 
of the book to the student of the history of the time. 

Munroe Smith. 



